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GALLERY ROW

Bob Chamberlin Los Angeles Times

The annual L.A. Art Show embraces work of many kinds, whether California Impressionist landscapes or boundary-pushing con-
temporary pieces. It’s under new ownership this year and aiming to join the top tier of the world’s art fairs. CALENDAR

A broad array of political
fundraisers and appointees
who helped Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
win office and govern the city
for eight years is coalescing
around mayoral candidate
Wendy Greuel, according to
a Times analysis of endorse-
ments, campaign contribu-
tions and other records.

At least 70 current and
former Villaraigosa appoint-
ees have donated to Greuel’s
campaign, endorsed her or
both — more than twice the
number lending support to
her leading rival, Council-
man Eric Garcetti.

Key Villaraigosa fund-
raisers also have collected
campaign cash for Greuel.
And a lopsided share of cur-
rent and former Villaraigosa
staff members — including
deputy mayors and deputy
chiefs of staff — have lent
their names or provided
other forms of support to
Greuel’s campaign.

Whether Villaraigosa will
weigh in with an endorse-
ment in the race, and what
effect that might have, has
hung uncertainly over the
close contest to replace him.
The mayor declined to be in-
terviewed but has signaled
he won’t back a potential
successor until after the
March 5 primary election
and possibly not at all.

The quiet support of doz-
ens of city commissioners
and many others in the may-
or’s camp adds political ben-
efits and risks to Greuel’s
campaign. They represent
an experienced cross section
of L.A. civic leaders — from
Police Commissioner John
Mack, onetime head of the
Urban League, to San Fer-
nando Valley business advo-
cate David Fleming — lend-
ing heft to her claim that she
is building momentum
across diverse communities.

But those associations
also could alienate voters
dissatisfied with reduced
city services and give fresh
ammunition to Greuel’s op-
ponents, who have por-
trayed her as the candidate
of insiders and the status
quo.

Even some Angelenos
who embraced Villaraigosa
and his policies are looking
for a change, said Jaime Re-
galado, professor emeritus
of political science at Cal
State L.A.

“Many politicians wear
out their welcome, even if
they’re doing a relatively
good job. Voters are fickle
and they get tired of their
elected officials, especially
their chief executives,” he
said.

L.A.’S RACE
FOR MAYOR

Mayoral
circle
closes
around
Greuel
Dozens of Villaraigosa
associates are backing
her candidacy. It
comes with political
benefits — and risks.

By David Zahniser

[See Greuel, A16]

MEXICO CITY — In a
country where citizens are
regularly victimized by cor-
rupt and abusive police, a
court ruling freeing a woman
from prison because of po-
lice misconduct would seem
welcome.

Instead, many Mexicans
are outraged.

Ending a long legal case
that had generated front-
page headlines on two conti-

nents, the Mexican Supreme
Court this week freed Flor-
ence Cassez, a 38-year-old
French woman jailed for kid-
napping, because author-
ities had trampled her right
to due process.

The 3-2 ruling came in the
midst of a sweeping judicial
reform being implemented
with millions of dollars in
U.S. aid and a small army of
U.S. advisors.

Mexico is aiming to aban-
don its antiquated closed-
door trial system, which crit-
ics say fosters a presump-
tion of “guilty until proven
innocent,” in favor of open
courts that look more like
the U.S. system.

Such reform will inevita-
bly grant more rights to the
accused. In theory, more
suspects like Cassez could
be freed on technicalities,
particularly if police contin-
ue to botch the arrests.

But instead of being re-
garded as a sign of progress,
the court ruling was met
with widespread anger from
a population already belea-
guered by kidnappings, kill-
ings and a raging drug war.

On Thursday, the day af-
ter Cassez was released, the
Mexico City newspaper Re-
forma published a poll indi-
cating 83% of Mexicans op-

[See Mexico, A4]

Mexico’s tangled
stance on justice
Release of a French
woman stirs anger in a
country that’s wary of
giving too many rights
to the accused. 

By Richard Fausset
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FLORENCE CASSEZ
was ordered freed by
Mexico’s Supreme Court
over police misconduct.

The trouble began soon after they ar-
rived.

The black family—a mother, three
teenage children and a 10-year-old boy—
moved into a little yellow home in Comp-
ton over Christmas vacation.

When a friend came to visit, four men in
a black SUV pulled up and called him a
“nigger,” saying black people were barred
from the neighborhood, according to Los
Angeles County sheriff ’s deputies. They
jumped out, drew a gun on him and beat
him with metal pipes. 

It was just the beginning of what de-
tectives said was a campaign by a Latino
street gang to force an African American
family to leave.

The attacks on the family are the latest

in a series of violent incidents in which La-
tino gangs targeted blacks in parts of
greater Los Angeles over the last decade.

Compton, with a population of about
97,000, was predominantly black for many
years. It is now 65% Latino and 33% black,
according to the 2010 U.S. census. But it’s
not the only historically black area that
has been targeted.

Federal authorities have alleged in sev-
eral indictments in the last decade that
the Mexican Mafia prison gang has or-
dered street gangs under its control to at-
tack African Americans. Leaders of the
Azusa 13 gang were sentenced to lengthy
prison terms earlier this month for leading
a policy of attacking African American
residents and expelling them from the
town.

Similar attacks have taken place in 

Wave of violence as
Compton changes 
A Latino gang is intimidating blacks to leave
what was once an African American enclave

Bob Chamberlin Los Angeles Times

A GANG tag marks a stop sign at Nestor Avenue and 154th Street. Alleged
members of the Varrio 155 gang are accused of forcing a black family to flee. 

[See Compton, A16]

By Sam Quinones, Richard Winton 

and Joe Mozingo

SAN FRANCISCO —
Franklin Street skirts the
edge of a trendy neighbor-
hood known as Hayes Valley,
where Herman Leonard’s
oversize photographs of Bil-
lie Holiday, Duke Ellington
and Art Blakey look down
from the windows of an old
brick building onto jazz’s
newest temple.

After 10 years of planning
and a $64-million fundrais-
ing effort, the SFJAZZ Cen-

ter opened this week — and
immediately staked its
claim as the West Coast’s
most significant hub for
America’s original art form.

Blocks from Davies Sym-
phony Hall and the War Me-
morial Opera House, the
two-story SFJAZZ Center
doesn’t fit the imposing vis-
ual profile of the rest of the
dwellers of the city’s cultural
corridor. But that’s exactly
the point.

Sheathed in floor-to-ceil-
ing glass and warmly lighted
from within, the center

threw an opening-night
bash on Wednesday that
might have seemed exclu-
sive, with its red carpet and
VIP-heavy guest list. But the
aim here is to make jazz
more accessible to the peo-
ple.

“When the lights go up, it
feels like the building is part
of the street,” SFJAZZ
founder and Executive Di-
rector Randall Kline said in
November, when the build-
ing was still under construc-
tion. He said the idea was to 

Jazzed to have a home

[See Jazz, A10]

SFJAZZ Center aims to get everyone listening
By Chris Barton

BEIJING — When a thick
quilt of smog enveloped
swaths of China this month,
it set in motion a costly chain
reaction for the world’s No. 2
economy.

Authorities canceled
flights across northern
China and ordered some fac-
tories to shut. Hospitals
were flooded with hacking
patients.

A fire in an empty furni-
ture factory in eastern Zheji-
ang province went undetec-
ted for hours because the
smoke was indistinguish-
able from the haze. In coast-
al Shandong province, most
highways were closed for
fear that low visibility would
cause motorists to crash.
And in Beijing, the local gov-
ernment urged residents to
remain indoors and told

construction sites to scale
back activity.

“These are emergency
measures that have the
same economic impact as a
strike or severe weather,”
said Louis Kuijs, a Hong
Kong-based economist with
the Royal Bank of Scotland
and formerly of the World
Bank. “They’re very pain-
ful.”

Residents in the capital
have taken to mocking their
famously filthy air and its 
attendant health hazards
with the expression “Beijing
cough.” Meanwhile, Shang-
hai’s Environmental Protec-
tion Bureau has introduced
a cartoon mascot to commu-
nicate daily air quality on its
website: a pig-tailed girl who
bursts into tears when smog
reaches hazardous levels.

But economists say
China’s smog is no joke. As 

Pollution taints
China’s economy
as well as health 
By David Pierson

[See Smog, A6]

L.A. BIKING’S
BIG BREAK
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Weather
Morning showers.
L.A. Basin: 66/56. AA6
Complete Index ... AA2
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